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3 Affected Environment, Environmental Consequences, and Mitigation 
Measures  

3.15 Parks , Recreation , and Open Space   

3.15.1 Introduction  

Section 3.15, Parks, Recreation, and Open Space, of this Merced to Fresno Section: Central 
Valley Wye Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) (Final Supplemental EIR/EIS) updates the Merced to Fresno Section Final 
EIR/EIS (Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS) (California High-Speed Rail Authority [Authority] and 
Federal Railroad Administration [FRA] 2012) with new and revised information relevant to parks, 
recreation, and open space analyzes the potential impacts of the No Project Alternative and the 
Central Valley Wye alternatives, and describes impact avoidance and minimization features 
(IAMF) that would avoid, minimize, or reduce these impacts. Where applicable, mitigation 
measures are proposed to further reduce, compensate for, or offset impacts of the Central Valley 
Wye alternatives. Section 3.15 also defines the parks, recreation, and open-space resources 
within the region and describes the affected environment in the resource study area (RSA). 

The analysis presented in this section is consistent with analysis conducted in the Merced to 
Fresno Final EIR/EIS. Both analyses used the same methods of data collection through a review 
of regional and local plans and policies, outreach to local planning organizations, and the use of 
geographic information system (GIS) databases. Where information has changed or new 
information has become available since the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS was prepared in 
2012, the analysis in this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS uses the updated versions of these sources 
or datasets. Relevant portions of the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS that remain unchanged are 
summarized and referenced in this section but are not repeated in their entirety.  

The Merced to Fresno Section: Community Impact Assessment Technical Report (Community 
Impact Assessment Technical Report) (Authority and FRA 2012b) provides additional detail on 
parks, recreation, and open space. This technical report is available via the Authorityôs website: 
https://www.hsr.ca.gov/programs/environmental/eis_eir/draft_supplemental_merced_fresno.aspx. 

Parks, recreation, and open space are important considerations in analyzing the impacts of the 
Central Valley Wye alternatives because of their influence on a communityôs quality of life. Seven 
other resource sections in this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS provide additional information related 
to parks, recreation, and open space: 

¶ Section 3.2, TransportationðImpacts of constructing the Central Valley Wye alternatives 
on community facilities associated with road closures 

¶ Section 3.3, Air Quality and Global Climate ChangeðImpacts of constructing the Central 
Valley Wye alternatives on schools and other community facilities from dust and other air 
emissions 

¶ Section 3.4, Noise and VibrationðImpacts of constructing the Central Valley Wye 
alternatives on community facilities from noise and vibration 

¶ Section 3.11, Safety and SecurityðImpacts of constructing the Central Valley Wye 
alternatives on the safety and security of parks, recreation, and open space 

¶ Section 3.12, Socioeconomics and CommunitiesðImpacts of constructing the Central 
Valley Wye alternatives from acquisition and displacement of community facilities 

¶ Section 3.16, Aesthetics and Visual QualityðImpacts of constructing the Central Valley 
Wye alternatives on visual quality of parks, recreation, and open space 

¶ Chapter 4, Final Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) EvaluationsðImpacts of constructing the 
Central Valley Wye alternatives on parklands and recreational properties subject to Section 
4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, commonly referred to as Section 4(f), 

https://www.hsr.ca.gov/programs/environmental/eis_eir/draft_supplemental_merced_fresno.aspx
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and Section 6(f) of Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, commonly referred to as 
Section 6(f). 

Definition of Resources  

The following are definitions for parks, recreation, and open space resources analyzed in this 
Final Supplemental EIR/EIS. These definitions are the same as those used in the Merced to 
Fresno Final EIR/EIS (Authority and FRA 2012a). 

¶ ParksðParks refers to publicly owned properties set aside for recreational use by the public 
and maintained in a natural or landscaped state. A park is sometimes a large area of land with 
grass and trees, sports fields or courts, and/or play equipment, with accessory amenities like 
parking, water fountains, and restrooms, which are maintained for public use and enjoyment.  

¶ RecreationðRecreation is a pastime, diversion, exercise, or other activity affording 
relaxation and enjoyment. Areas used for recreation generally include the following: public 
parks and open spaces, including greenbelts, pedestrian and bicycle trails, playfields, and 
school district play areas available for public use during non-school hours. 

¶ Open SpaceðOpen space is any open piece of land that is undeveloped and accessible to the 
public. Open space is generally green space or an area that is partially covered with grass, 
trees, shrubs, or other vegetation, and does not contain buildings or other built structures. 

Since publication of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, there have been no substantive changes to 
this section, beyond the global issues described at Section S.1.2, Global Changes in the Final 
Supplemental EIR/EIS, of the Summary.  

3.15.2 Laws, Regulations, and Orders  

This section identifies laws, regulations, and orders that are relevant to the analysis of parks, 
recreation, and open space in this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS. Also provided are summaries of 
new or updated laws, regulations, and orders that have occurred since publication of the Merced 
to Fresno Final EIR/EIS. 

3.15.2.1 Federal  

The following federal laws, regulations, and orders, are the same as those described in 
Section 3.15.2, Laws, Regulations, and Orders, of the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS (Authority 
and FRA 2012a: pages 3.15-1 through 3.15-4): 

¶ Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act (49 United States Code [U.S.C.] § 303)  

¶ Section 6(f) Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (PL 88-578, 16 U.S.C. §§ 460l-
4ï460l-11)  

3.15.2.2 State  

The following state laws, regulations, and orders are the same as those described in 
Section 3.15.2 of the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS (Authority and FRA 2012a: pages 3.15-4 
through 3.15-5): 

¶ California Public Park Preservation Act (California Public Resources Code §§ 5400-5409)  

¶ California Department of Fish and Game Ecological Reserves (Cal. Fish and Game Code § 
1580 et seq., California Code of Regulations, title 14, Division 1, Chapter 11, § 630) 

3.15.2.3 Regional and Local  

The following regional and local laws, regulations, orders, and plans are the same as those 
described in Section 3.15.2 of the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS (Authority and FRA 2012a: 
page 3.15-5): 

¶ Madera County General Plan, Section 4, Recreational and Cultural Resources (Madera 
County 1995) 
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¶ City of Merced Park and Open Space Master Plan (City of Merced 2004) 

¶ City of Merced Municipal Code 

The remainder of this section describes new or updated regional and local laws, regulations, and 
orders. 

General Plan Policies and Ordinances 

Table 3.15-1 lists the county and city general plans, policies, and objectives relevant to the 
Central Valley Wye alternatives. Refer to Section 3.15.2.3, Regional and Local, of the Merced to 
Fresno Final EIR/EIS for more information. 

Table 3.15-1 Local Plans and Policies 

Policy Title Summary 

Merced County 

2030 Merced County General Plan, Part II, 
Recreation and Cultural Resources Element 
(2013b) 

Merced County adopted the 2030 Merced County General Plan 
on December 10, 2013, updating the previous version of the 
general plan that was included in Section 3.15.2.3 (page 3.15-5) 
of the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS. The general plan includes 
the following goals and policies: 

Á Goal RCR-1: Preserve, enhance, expand, and manage 
Merced Countyôs diverse system of regional parks, trails, 
recreation areas, and natural resources for the enjoyment of 
present and future residents and park visitors. 

Á Policy RCR-1.1: Encourage the continuation and expansion of 
existing public recreation land uses, including, but not limited 
to, public beaches, parks, recreation areas, wild areas, and 
trails. 

Á Policy RCR-1.3: Encourage a minimum of 3 acres of either 
neighborhood, community, or regional parkland per each 1,000 
persons in the County by: 

a. Working with other agencies and private interests to 
provide for adequate neighborhood, community, and 
regional parkland and facilities. 

b. Actively participating in the planning of projects that have 
regional recreation benefits. 

c. Encouraging and supporting local agency efforts to 
achieve their objectives for providing local parklands. All 
local providers should seek to provide at least 3 acres of 
parkland for each 1,000 persons. 

d. Actively seeking available regional, state, and federal grant 
funds for acquiring, developing, and maintaining regional 
parks. 

e. Encouraging and supporting other public agencies and 
private groups in the development of recreation facilities 
that are consistent with the 2030 Merced County General 
Plan. 

Á Policy RCR-1.6: Require buffering between non-recreational 
land uses and sensitive public recreation lands through site 
design and other techniques when the non-recreational land 
use may significantly impact recreational lands. 

Á Policy RCR-1.10: Develop pedestrian, bike, and equestrian 
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Policy Title Summary 

trails along the Merced River. 

Á Policy RCR-1.11: Encourage the use of regional parks and 
open-space areas as a mechanism to preserve the countyôs 
natural scenic beauty and protect land for public purposes.  

Merced County Code of Ordinances (2013a) Merced County Code of Ordinances include titles for building and 
construction, including building codes, and zoning, including 
performance standards. The ordinances also include construction 
site requirements for the maintenance of public facilities. 
Specifically, these ordinances include the following: 

Á Title 16 Building and Construction, Chapter 16, 
Section 16.52.010 (2009) provides that in order to implement 
the goals and objectives of the Merced County General Plan 
and to mitigate impacts caused by new development within 
Merced County, public facilities fees are necessary. The fees 
are needed to finance public facilities and to assure that new 
development pays its fair share for these improvements. 

Á Title 7, Chapter 5, Sections 66000 et seq. of the California 
Government Code provides that public facilities fees may be 
enacted and imposed on development projects. The Merced 
County Board of Supervisors finds and determines that: 

1. New development projects cause the need for 
construction, expansion, or improvement of public facilities 
within Merced County. 

2. Funds for construction, expansion, or improvement of 
public facilities are not available to accommodate needs 
caused by development projects, which results in 
inadequate public facilities within Merced County. 

Á The board of supervisors finds that the public health, safety, 
peace, morals, convenience, comfort, prosperity, and general 
welfare will be promoted by the adoption of public facilities 
fees for construction, expansion, or improvement of public 
facilities. 

Á Failure to enact public facility fees will subject county residents 
to conditions perilous to their health and safety. (Ord. 1641 § 
1, 2000). 

City of Merced, Merced Vision 2030 General 
Plan, Chapter 7, Open Space, Conservation, 
and Recreation (City of Merced 2016) 

The City of Merced adopted the Merced Vision 2030 General 
Plan on January 3, 2012, which was included in Section 3.15.2.3 
(page 3.15-5) of the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS. In 2016, the 
City of Merced amended Chapter 7 Open Space, Conservation, 
and Recreation of the general plan. The amended general plan 
contains the following relevant policies: 

Á OS-3.1 Provide high-quality park and open space facilities to 
serve the needs of a growing population. 

Á OS-3.3 Maintain the City's existing high-quality open space 
facilities. 

Á OS-4.1 Preserve open space areas which are necessary to 
maintaining public health and safety. 
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Policy Title Summary 

Madera County 

Madera County Code of Ordinances (2013) Madera County Code of Ordinances include titles for building and 
construction, including open-space regulations. Specifically, these 
include the following: 

Á Title 14 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 14.50 Grading 
and Erosion Control 

Á Title 18 Zoning, Chapter 18.50 OS-Open Space District 

Á Title18 Zoning, Chapter 18.52 POS-Public Open Space District  

City of Chowchilla 

City of Chowchilla 2040 General Plan, Land 
Use Element (2011a) 

An earlier City of Chowchilla General Plan was included in 
Section 3.15.2.3 (page 3.15-5) of the Merced to Fresno Final 
EIR/EIS but a new one has since been adoptedðthe City of 
Chowchilla 2040 General Plan. The City of Chowchilla adopted 
the new general plan on May 2, 2011, and it includes the 
following objective: 

Á Objective LU 16: To provide for an integrated recreation facility 
in cooperation with the Chowchilla Water District and private 
property owners to utilize Berenda Reservoir, Ash Slough, and 
Berenda Slough as a recreational and open-space trail 
system. 

City of Chowchilla Municipal Code, 
Chapter 12.24, Chowchilla City Parks (2012) 

City of Chowchilla Ordinances include defining the cityôs park 
designation and regulations. Specifically, these ordinances 
include the following: 

Á 12.24.010: Defines the ñCity parkò designation and outlines 
regulations that govern their use  

Source: Merced County, 2013a, 2013b; Madera County, 2013; City of Chowchilla, 2011a, 2012; City of Merced, 2016 

3.15.3 Compatibility with Plans and  Laws  

As indicated in Section 3.1.5.3, Compatibility with Plans and Laws, the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations1 require a 
discussion of inconsistencies or conflicts between a proposed undertaking and federal, state, 
regional, or local plans and laws. As such, this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS describes the 
inconsistency of the Central Valley Wye alternatives with federal, state, regional, and local plans 
and laws to provide planning context. 

There are a number of federal and state laws and implementing regulations, listed in 
Section 3.15.2.1, Federal, and Section 3.15.2.2, State, that relate to the protection of parks, open 
space, and other recreation facilities. A summary of the federal and state requirements 
considered in this analysis follows: 

¶ Federal and state laws that provide protections for public parks and open-space resources to 
avoid loss or diminishment of these public resources. 

¶ State law that establishes areas as ecological reserves and establishes protections for 
resources in these areas. 

 

1 NEPA regulations refer to the regulations issued by the Council on Environmental Quality located at 40 CFR Parts 1500-

1508. 
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The Authority, as the NEPA and CEQA lead agency proposing to construct and operate the high-
speed rail (HSR) system, is required to comply with all federal and state laws and regulations and 
to secure all applicable federal and state permits prior to initiating construction on the selected 
alternative. Therefore, there would be no inconsistencies between the Central Valley Wye 
alternatives and these federal and state laws and regulations. 

The Authority is a state agency and therefore is not required to comply with local land use and 
zoning regulations; however, it has endeavored to design and construct the HSR project so that it 
is compatible with land use and zoning regulations. For example, the Central Valley Wye 
alternatives would be designed to maintain access to existing parks, recreation, and open-space 
facilities during and after construction (PK-IAMF#1, Parks, Recreation and Open Space). A total 
of nine regional and local plans and ordinances were reviewed. The Central Valley Wye 
alternatives would be consistent with eight plans and ordinances and inconsistent with one local 
policy within the following local plan: 

¶ City of Chowchilla 2040 General PlanðObjective LU 16. The Central Valley Wye 
alternatives would be inconsistent with Objective LU 16 because they would cross Ash 
Slough or Berenda Slough, which could impede development of a future trail system 
identified in the general plan.  

The inconsistency with the City of Chowchilla 2040 General Plan would be reconciled through 
application of mitigation measure PK-MM#1, Design Features to Allow for Future Development of 
Trails at the Slough Crossings. PK-MM#1 would establish crossings for future recreational trails 
at Ash and Berenda Sloughs, thereby avoiding any impediments to the development of a future 
trail system along the sloughs. With implementation of this mitigation measure, the Central Valley 
Wye alternatives would not be inconsistent with any local plans or policies.  

3.15.4 Methods for Evaluating Impacts  

The evaluation of impacts on parks, recreation, and open space is a requirement of NEPA and 
CEQA. The following sections summarize the RSA and the methods used to analyze impacts on 
parks, recreation, and open-space resources. Chapter 4 discusses Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) 
evaluations for publicly owned lands of a public park, recreation area, wildlife and waterfowl 
refuge, or historical site of national, state, or local significance as determined by the federal, state, 
regional, or local officials having jurisdiction over the resource.  

3.15.4.1 Definition of Resource Study Area  

As defined in Section 3.1, Introduction, RSAs are the geographic boundaries in which the 
environmental investigations specific to each resource topic were conducted. The RSA for direct 
and indirect impacts on parks, recreational facilities, and open space includes the project footprint 
for each of the Central Valley Wye alternatives, plus 1,000 feet from the proposed track centerline 
and 1,000 feet from any roadway construction or new/modified electrical infrastructure required to 
implement the Central Valley Wye alternatives. The 1,000-foot distance for the RSA was selected 
because parks, recreation, and open space resources located within this distance from the tracks 
and construction work areas could experience the direct or indirect impacts from construction and 
operation of the Central Valley Wye alternatives. In areas where an existing transportation 
corridor separates parks, school district play areas, recreational facilities, and open space from 
components of the Central Valley Wye alternatives, the 1,000-foot distance for the RSA for direct 
impacts does not extend beyond these transportation rights-of-way because they provide a 
barrier to potential direct impacts on parks and recreation resources. The RSA for indirect 
impacts on parks, recreational facilities, and open space relating to visual quality, noise, and air 
quality may not be limited by the existing transportation corridors, and therefore the RSA for 
indirect impact extends the full 1,000 feet of the track centerline, roadway construction, or 
new/modified electrical infrastructure. 

Table 3.15-2 provides a general definition and boundary definition for the parks, recreation, and 
open space RSA. Figure 3.15-1 depicts the RSA and the locations of parks, recreation, and open-
space resources within the RSA. 
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Table 3.15-2 Definition of Parks, Recreation, and Open-Space Resource Study Area  

Source General Definition RSA Boundary Definition 

Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 

Construction and 
Operations 

Parks, recreation, and open-space 
resources within the project footprints of 
the Central Valley Wye alternatives and 
in the vicinity of the HSR alignment 
reasonably expected to experience 
physical changes (direct impacts) and 
visual quality, noise, and air quality 
impacts (indirect impacts). 

The project footprints of the Central Valley 
Wye alternatives, plus 1,000 feet from the 
proposed track centerline and 1,000 feet 
from any roadway or electrical infrastructure 
construction required to construct and 
operate the Central Valley Wye alternatives. 

Source: Authority, 2018 

3.15.4.2 Impact Avoidance and Minimization Features  

As noted in Section 2.2.3.7, Impact Avoidance and Minimization Features, the Central Valley Wye 
alternatives would incorporate standardized IAMFs to avoid and minimize impacts. The Authority 
would incorporate IAMFs during project design and construction, and, as such, the analysis of the 
impacts of the Central Valley Wye alternatives in this section factors in all applicable IAMFs. 
Appendix 2-B, California High-Speed Rail: Impact Avoidance and Minimization Features, provides 
a detailed description of IAMFs that are included as part of the Central Valley Wye alternatives 
design. IAMFs applicable to parks, recreation, and open-space resources include: 

¶ PK-IAMF#1, Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 

¶ NV-IAMF#1, Noise and Vibration 

¶ AQ-IAMF#1, Fugitive Dust Emissions 

¶ TR-IAMF#2, Construction Transportation Plan 

¶ TR-IAMF#4, Maintenance of Pedestrian Access 

¶ TR-IAMF#5, Maintenance of Bicycle Access 

¶ TR-IAMF#7, Construction Truck Routes 

¶ TR-IAMF#8, Construction during Special Events 

3.15.4.3 Methods for NEPA and CEQA Impact Analysis  

This section describes the sources and methods the Authority used to analyze potential impacts 
from implementing the Central Valley Wye alternatives on parks, recreation, and open space. 
These methods apply to both NEPA and CEQA unless otherwise indicated. Refer to Section 
3.1.5.4, Methods for Evaluating Impacts, for a description of the general framework for evaluating 
impacts under NEPA and CEQA. As described in Section 3.15.1, Introduction, and in the 
following discussions, the Authority has applied the same methods and many of the same data 
sources from the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS to this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS. Refer to 
the Community Impact Assessment Technical Report (Authority and FRA 2012b) for more 
information regarding the methods and data sources used in this analysis. Laws, regulations, and 
local planning documents (see Section 3.15.2, Laws, Regulations, and Orders) that regulate 
parks, recreation, and open space were also considered in the evaluation of direct and indirect 
impacts on parks, recreation, and open-space resources. 
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Source: ESRI, 2013; CAL FIRE 2004; ESRI/National Geographic, 2015; Google Earth, 2015; City of Chowchilla, 2011a;  NOVEMBER 14, 2019 
Merced County Assessor Office, 2016; City of Merced, 2016   

Figure 3.15-1 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Resource Study Area 
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Analysts collected information on parks, recreation, and open space resources through review of the 
plans and policies referenced in Section 3.15.2.3, Regional and Local, written and telephone 
correspondence with local jurisdictions including school districts, and the use of GIS data sources to 
identify parks, recreation, and open space resources in the RSA. Only parks and recreational facilities 
open to the public were considered in the analysis. Schools that contained play areas and other 
recreational facilities, such as sports fields or running tracks, were also included in this analysis if they 
were available for public use outside of school hours. Refer to Chapter 4 for a discussion of methods 
for impact analysis and the consultation efforts for Section 4(f) and Section 6(f).  

The parks, recreation, and open space analysis in Section 3.15, Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
of the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS (Authority and FRA 2012a; pages 3.15-1 through 3.15-51) was 
also reviewed to compare the resources identified and impacts disclosed. The boundaries for parks, 
recreation, and open space properties in the RSA were obtained from the cities, counties, state, and 
federal government agencies in GIS data format and in their adopted plans.  

Analysts used the following methods to evaluate potential direct and indirect impacts from 
construction on parks, recreation, and open space: 

¶ GIS spatial analysis identified the distance of parks, recreation, and open space resources 
from the Central Valley Wye alternatives, and facilities and functions that could be temporarily 
and permanently affected during construction of the Central Valley Wye alternatives. 

¶ Analysis of the design and location of Central Valley Wye alternative elements determined 
whether the Central Valley Wye alternatives could create any barriers to park access and use 
or change access and parking at parks, recreation, and open-space areas. 

¶ Analysis of proposed construction rights-of-way determined whether there could be 
temporary changes to access or reduced parking at parks, recreation, and open-space areas. 

¶ Evaluation of temporary construction easement locations and general construction activity 
identified the potential to disrupt established community and visitor use of parks, recreation, 
and open space resources.  

Analysts used the following methods to evaluate potential direct and indirect impacts from 
operations on parks, recreation, and open space: 

¶ GIS spatial analysis and review and analysis of the other Final Supplemental EIR/EIS 
sections, including Section 3.2, Section 3.3, Section 3.4, and Section 3.16, to determine any 
indirect impacts on parks, recreation, and open space resources as a result of operations of 
the Central Valley Wye alternatives through changes in visual quality, noise, and air quality. 

¶ Analysis of potential safety impacts on parks, recreation, and open space resources 
associated with the operation of the Central Valley Wye alternatives. 

3.15.4.4 Determining Significance under CEQA  

CEQA requires that an EIR identify the significant environmental impacts of a project (CEQA 
Guidelines § 15126). One of the primary differences between NEPA and CEQA is that CEQA 
requires a significance determination for each impact using a threshold-based analysis (see 
Section 3.1.5.4 for further information). By contrast, under NEPA, significance is used to 
determine whether an EIS will be required; NEPA requires a federal lead agency to prepare an 
EIS when the proposed federal action (project) as a whole has the potential to ñsignificantly affect 
the quality of the human environment.ò Accordingly, Section 3.15.9, CEQA Significance 
Conclusions, summarizes the significance of the environmental impacts on parks, recreation, and 
open-space resources for each Central Valley Wye alternative. The Authority is using the 
following thresholds to determine if a significant impact on parks, recreation, and open-space 
resources would occur as a result of the Central Valley Wye alternatives. Under CEQA, a 
significant impact is one that would: 

¶ Prevent the use of an established or planned park, recreation, or open space.  
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Table 3.15-3 Parks, Recreation, and Open-Space Resources Available for Public Use in the Resource Study Area 

Resource 
Name Owner Amenities Total Size  

Central Valley Wye Alternative 

Distance 

SR 152 
(North) to 
Road 13 

SR 152 
(North) to 
Road 19 

Avenue 
21 to 

Road 13 

SR 152 
(North) to 
Road 11 

Berenda 
Slough 

Chowchilla 
Water District 

Water diversion 
slough designated 
as open space 

6 linear miles1  X X  X Alternatives would cross Berenda 
Slough 

Ash Slough Chowchilla 
Water District 

Water diversion 
slough designated 
as open space 

8.9 linear 
miles1 

X X X X Alternatives and Site 7ðLe Grand 
Junction/Sandy Mush Road, Wilsonï
Dairyland (idle) 115 kV Power Line 
would cross Ash Slough 

Fairmead 
Elementary 
School 

Chowchilla 
Elementary 
School District 

Elementary school 
play areas 

4.3 acres  X X  X Alternatives are within 1,000 feet of 
this resource 

Washington 
Elementary 
School 

Merced River 
School District 

Elementary school 
play areas 

2 acres  X   Site 7ðLe Grand Junction/Sandy 
Mush Road, WarnervilleïWilson 230 
kV Transmission Line is within 1,000 
feet of this resource 

El Capitan 
High School 

Merced Union 
High School 
District 

High school play 
areas 

28 acres  X   Site 7ðLe Grand Junction/Sandy 
Mush Road, WarnervilleïWilson 230 
kV Transmission Line is within 1,000 
feet of this resource 

Richard 
Bernasconi 
Park 

City of Merced Play areas and 
picnic tables 

6.5 acres  X   Site 7ðLe Grand Junction/Sandy 
Mush Road, WarnervilleïWilson 230 
kV Transmission Line is within 1,000 
feet of this resource 

Source: City of Chowchilla, 2011b; City of Merced, n.d.; Fresno County, 2000; Fresno County Assessor Office, 2015; Madera County Assessor Office, 2015; Martin, 2015; Merced County, 2013b, 2013c, 2014; Stanislaus 
County, 2016; Stanislaus County Assessor Office, 2016 
X = Resource is potentially affected by the Central Valley Wye alternative. 
SR = State Route 

1 Includes only the portions of the Ash and Berenda Sloughs within the parks, recreation, and open space resource study area. 
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Source: ESRI, 2013; CAL FIRE, 2004; ESRI/National Geographic, 2015; Google Earth, 2015; City of Chowchilla, 2011a  AUGUST 15, 2017 

Figure 3.15-2 Berenda Slough at Road 19 
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Source: ESRI, 2013; CAL FIRE, 2004; ESRI/National Geographic, 2015; Google Earth, 2015; City of Chowchilla, 2011a AUGUST 15, 2017 

Figure 3.15-3 Berenda Slough at State Route 152 
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Figure 3.15-4 Ash Slough at Road 13 
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